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book reviews
the hofmann maze
A book review essay
with a chronology and bibliography of the hofmann case

david J whittaker

the

impact of the mark W hofmann murder and forgery
tills
is
cases will be felt in the LDS community for years to come tilis
this IS
obviously true in the lives of the families he so brutally affected
with his pipe bombs it is not any less true in the lives of his own
family whose love and support he betrayed so callously but it is
also true in the larger mormon community where the shock of
murder and the widespread deceit through forgeries seemingly
touched the very core of mormon history and tradition
while it is early to fully assess the damage to either the public
or the scholarly community what follows is an attempt to provide
readers ofbyu
of BYU studies with a reasonably comprehensive guide to
the literature and basic facts of the hofmann case first we present
three book length studies of the hofmann
a review essay on the threebook
saga next a detailed chronology of the hofmann case as a guide
through the complexities of the various episodes and events
finally a bibliography designed to lead readers to other source
materials in addition to providing a guide to the main known
Hofmanns forgery activities went far
hoffmanns
hofmann forgeries while hofmanns
beyond mormon manuscripts the focus here is almost entirely on
the mormon related materials

david J whittaker is associate librarian with responsibility for mormon manuscripts in the harold B lee
brigham young university and an associate editor ofbyu studies he expresses his thanks to
bngham
library bangham
the many individuals who reviewed and assisted with the chronology and the bibliography particularly
ron barney of the historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints dean C
jessee william G hartley and ronald K esplin of the joseph fielding smith institute for church
and doctrine an abridged
H peterson odthe
the BYU department of church history anddoctnne
PaulH
and paul
ofthe
of
history BYU andpaulh
historybyu
version of the review essay appeared as special section insert in Newsletter religious studies center

brigham young university 3 september 1988
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LINDA SILLITOE and ALLEN D ROBERTS salamander the
story ofthe
odthe
of the mormon forgery murders with a forensic analysis by
george JJ throckmorton salt lake city signature books 1988
17.95
ap 1795
1795
xiii 556 pp
STEVEN NAIFEH and GREGORY WHITE SMITH the
mormon murders A true story of greed forgery deceit and
ap
death new york weidenfeld and nicholson 1988 x 458 pp
1995
19.95
1995
ROBERT LINDSEY A gathering of saints A true story of
ap
murder and deceit new york simon and schuster 1988.397
1988397 pp
1895
18.95
1895

for those seeking a guide

to the labyrinth that is mark
hofmann there are now three volumes that promise a map of his
complex life and crimes as well as to the society in which these
occurred
occured each offers the reader a detailed reconstruction of the
stories of forgeries and murders and the subsequent investigation
that became such a controversial topic of discussion after the first
bombs exploded in salt lake city on 15 october 1985 all three
volumes offer new and useful bits of information about the
hofmann case but the discerning reader will sense that some of the
maps are less reliable than others and in some cases the cartography is simply not to be trusted none of these volumes provides
the reader with source citations and all of them suffer from the
problems inherent in writing contemporary history
the first published study salamander appeared in april
1988 both sillitoe and roberts are familiar with the culture out of
which hofmann came and they use this knowledge to good
advantage in their detailed reconstruction of the hofmann case
bits and pieces of this work had surfaced before the volume
appeared as the authors had given talks and published essays in
such places as dialogue A journal ofmormon
of mormon thought and utah
holiday but for those who have followed these presentations
there are still surprises in this volume the authors have chosen a
biographical approach focusing on key individuals and their
families by using this approach the authors broaden the context
Hofmanns activities the volume
hoffmanns
and humanize the impact of hofmanns
itself is divided into three parts with a technical appendix on
some of the key forgeries by forensic specialist george throckmorton at the end the first part chapters 1 through 6 details the
critical events from the initial bombings to the attempts to unravel
the crimes by the various individuals and agencies assigned to the
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case the second section chapters 7 through 14 takes the reader
back in time into the lives of the key players as they entered and
became part of the life and activities of mark hofmann the third
section chapters 15 through 19 treats the preliminary hearing the
plea bargain and the interviews with hofmann after his imprisonment and concludes with the parole hearing in january 1988
the authors have structured the story like an historical novel
it generally reads well flowing somewhat smoothly through a
complex series of crimes and their partial solution the reader is
allowed to feel the fears and concerns of the people who were
touched either directly or indirectly by the events discussed one of
the strengths of the book is that it never gets bogged down in the
technical aspects of these crimes for throughout the work we see
and experience the human drama and pathos that this case created
in mormon country but a close reading of the volume does reveal
that two authors are at work there are places where the prose is crisp
and clear and others where the details seem to impede the flow of
the presentation
sillitoe and roberts provide important information on the
early life of mark hofmann detail that is absent from the other two
volumes they tell of the early patterns of dishonesty and possible
sociopathology
socio pathology the authors argue against the report of the state
manns high
appointed psychologist on this issue they probe Hof
hermanns
school college and mission years to provide insight into his later
criminal activities we are introduced to a man who was fascinated
with fire and explosives from a very young age who was cheating
and deceiving people during these same years who had a cruel side
to his personality manifested by his treatment of both animals and
people and who learned very young to live two lives one respect
able and one amoral the authors suggest at the end of the book that
hofmann was contemplating murder to obtain what he wanted in
this case a coin collection as early as 1977
another strength of the sillitoe roberts study is the human
portraits of the two bombing victims steven christensen and
kathleen sheets we feel the loss of these people even more
because we are made aware of their human connections with
families and friends their portraits are not cardboard ones but the
reader is invited into each of their lives to see a variety of activities
and attitudes and even their human frailties are discussed with
sensitivity and tact
particularly valuable are the insights sillitoe and roberts give
to the teams of investigators assigned to the case their professionalism as well as the office politics are discussed along with other
aspects of the hofmann case occasionally the reader might rightly
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wonder just how the authors learned what the judge who presided
over the preliminary hearing was thinking as he heard evidence
learn just what the
presented or further how they managed to leam
conversation was between prosecutor stott and defense attorney
yengich as they drove around town together on the eve of the plea
bargaining clearly they gleaned information from the individuals
themselves but we must seriously ask if the various actors are to be
trusted fully when as this volume clearly shows their public
reputations were at stake from the beginning of the case indeed we
should be especially suspicious since there has been no end of
scapegoating among those who have held the public stage for this
matter
this study also manages to recreate the world of document
dealers and the money men behind the big deals as well as the
historical community that was ultimately trying to make sense of
the new finds and relate them to what was already known about
mormon origins it was within this matrix that hofmann managed
to play his most dangerous games and sillitoe and roberts have
brought to their study a good knowledge of the inner workings of
this world
the critical reader will be disappointed by the lack of source
citations while the authors claim in the preface that their research
was extensive we are simply asked to trust the accuracy of that
research but with a case this important centering as it does on an
individual who refused to provide his sources this is asking a good
deal in addition to the lack of documentation two of the major
actors in the story and hence major sources of information for the
authors are given false identities one of them is even absent from
the index kate reid Hof
ilg
217 24
116217
manns first fiancee see 116
hermanns
226 28 231 32 234 244 45 337 39 and gene taylor the
financier for many of hofmanns
Hofmanns americana documents see
hoffmanns
339 40 346423 are both important sources of
336 37
305 11
11336
373390346423
information about Hof
manns character and activities kate no
hoffmanns
hofmanns
doubt still carrying deep scars is a particularly crucial source for
the early hofmann and gene identified by robert lindsey as
kenneth woolley a cousin ofdori
of dori
dorl hofmann should know something of the whereabouts of some of Hof
manns documents most
hermanns
of which are still unidentified and presumably still on the open
market hofmann admitted in january 1988 that he had forged
hundreds of items with at least 86 different signatures even
allowing for the hyperbole of the con artist it would appear that
many items are still not known and presumably are in public and
private collections throughout the country while sillitoe and
roberts undoubtedly made promises of anonymity and argue that
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these individuals identities are not essential to the story they are
a central part of the still unfolding drama
there remain unanswered questions some of which the
authors themselves acknowledge for example they argue that the
public is still not fully informed as to the level of LDS church
involvement with hofmann they even imply that president
gordon B hinckley did not tell the full truth to investigators regarding either the records he allegedly kept detailing his
dealings with hofmann or his personal relationship with steven
christensen they also suggest that it has never been made clear
just what promises were made to steve christensen by elder hugh
pinnock regarding future document acquistions
acquisitions
acquist ions by the church
in all of this sillitoe and roberts suggest that the omnipresence of
the church was an important factor in the minds of both the investi
tigators and the prosecutors of the case but given the demography
and history of utah it is difficult to see how it could have been
otherwise
there are other problems with this study some of which relate
to either unanswered or unasked questions by the authors themselves for example by centering their study on the life and
motivations of mark hofmann they ignore the actual or potential
gri
friends
Hofmanns network of Tri
ends surely
hoffmanns
involvement of others hofmanns
trl
must bear some of the responsibility for his activities those who
fronted for his document deals those who fed him his history and
those who helped create the paper trails for his finds were
accomplices one wonders why certain individuals are dismissed
from this study when they had been critical partners in a number of
manuscript and rare book deals and we must seriously wonder
how hofmann could forge documents of such quality without some
help
sillitoe and roberts never really address the public scenario
of the hofmann case they do not discuss the implications of how
the public press used this case to punish the LDS church time and
time again Is it any wonder that some of the church leaders became
reticent after a while when the media seemed to always present the
worst interpretation of events to the public in many respects the
authors end up writing more as newspaper reporters than historians
why for example should we trust the letter hofmann was
supposed to have written to his mother but never sent lindsey
suggests it was not a letter but a student paper how do we know
Hofmanns apparent
hoffmanns
for sure when or why it was created given hofmanns
inability to tell the truth how can we trust this item and since he
clearly lied about his access to items in the private vault of the first
presidency and about the existence of an oliver cowdery history
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why should we take seriously his claims of intimate association
with president hinckley we are asked to take a lot of information
on the authors word but are given no way to judge either the
accuracy of their work or the thoroughness of their methodology
the second volume the mormon murders was released in
august 1988 of the three volumes here under consideration it is
clearly the most disappointing the narrative follows a chronoformat
logical fo
rinat but even a superficial reading reveals it to be more
of a novel than a serious work of history in reading it 1I was
8 1 a novel that
1981
reminded of peter barts thy kingdom come 19
mormons
Mormons
applied almost all of the anti semitic stereotypes to the cormons
bart presented a portrait of the church that transformed a supposed
jewish banking conspiracy as presented in the forged nineteenth
century protocols ofthe
odthe
of the elders ofzion to the operations of the LDS
church hierarchy in salt lake city the protocols were used by
hitler and others to rationalize much of the nazi attempt to exter
minate the jews bart presented a picture of the mormon church as
concerned only with money and power with nothing else really
mattering in his novel truth was a convenient commodity trea
monnon newsletter than by
antl mormon
sured more by the publisher of an anti
the leaders of the church image power and money dictated
church policy in barts novel but that was a work of fiction naifeh
and smiths book which assumes the same perspective claims to
be a true story
the mormon murders is an attack on the church in the guise
of a serious study of the hofmann case but its authors are grossly
uninformed about the mormon church and its history they call the
church a giant conglomerate freed by its religious status from
reporting and paying taxes its great wealth they are not sure if it
is fifteen or fifty billion dollars assures members of its truthfulness its leaders lie and deceive regularly because lying for the lord
is all right and since the church is continuing to grow in wealth all
that really matters in a few hundred years the church wouldnt
need to convert the world it would own the world 22 italics in
original armed with this perspective the authors then weave their
story of the hofmann case around it the money power and image
of the mormon church are used to explain just about every angle of
the case and like the protocols this volume leaves the reader with
a sense that the leviathan of mormonism is even stronger after the
mormons will like but if people
story is told it is a book that anti cormons
care about the truth and have a sense of the real meaning of the
impact of the nuremberg trials and their implications for the
illegalities of religious persecution it is not likely the mormon
murders will be necessary reading
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manage to work into their narrative most of
naifeh and smith manage
the traditional anti mormon themes including the legend of the
Danites
canites the kirtland bank problems polygamy and of course
danites

even an account of the LDS temple ceremony to so insensitively
include such a sacred part of mormon group life a dimension that
has no relationship to the hofmann murder and forgery cases can
anti semitic literature
only be understood as further paralleling antisemitic
which sought to demonstrate the ties jews supposedly had to the
rites of free masonry however the authors knowledge of LDS
history is so woefully inadequate and their understanding of even
basic mormon beliefs and practices so absurdly inaccurate that it
is hard to see how anyone could take their work seriously their
exaggerations are even comic as when for example they describe
mormon missionaries as a pack of young lions tracking a herd
and preying on the old the sick and the lame 67 their
demeaning descriptions of church leaders are caricatures rather
than true life portraits president hinckley is presented as the
quintessential bureaucrat who is notoriously shrewd about
people 113 his office is compared to a funeral parlor 306 and
mormon culture is described as a vast landscape of mashed
potatoes 109 compare 67 they portray most church leaders as
businessmen at heart and suggest that any talk of religion made
them uncomfortable 118 the absurd comedy grows as they
describe a certain leader as clawing his way up through the dense
sanctimonious jungle of the church hierarchy 119 and reaches
sanctimonous
a peak in their portrayal of a plot by members of the first quorum
of the seventy to oust president hinckley 305 306 it would
seem that the authors have spent too much time reading
ardently
arently none reading the doctrine
pparently
pp
Machi
avellis the prince and aap
machiavellic
machiavellis
and covenants
As we would expect naifeh and smith see conspiracies
everywhere and like peter bart they are sure the mormon church
is behind all of them jerald tanner clearly a key source for the
authors like hiram cobb of barts novel is the real hero he
surpress
press it As
seeks and sees the truth but the church just wants to sur
subpress
we might further expect naifeh and smith fail to see any contradiction in their presenting hofmann as a thoroughgoing liar except
when he is telling his tales about his relationship to president
hinckley and the church
if mormon murders has any merit it is the focus it gives to
the case by seeing the whole affair through the eyes of jim bell and
ken farnsworth the investigators for the salt lake police department much of the detail regarding the case no doubt came from
these two individuals as well as from gerry delia and their
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perspective is of value even if they tend toward cynicism thus
this volume does provide some insight into the inner workings of
the police investigation including the interdepartmental fighting
the hard work the case required the strain on the lives of those men
assigned to the case and their perceptions of the society they
worked in even the theories of the police psychologist would
seem to have some merit for understanding hofmann where
manns relationsalamander places more emphasis on mark Hof
hermanns
ship to his mother the mormon murders gives more attention
to his father and the possible transference of the problems of this
relationship onto the mormon church as a father figure there
are insights in this volume but the overt anti mormon bias of
the authors combined with their arrogance and stupidity not
to mention the crudity and coarseness of their language must be
seen as seriously distorting their perspective and judgment
one cant help wondering if the authors cut class at harvard law
school during the semester when the course on evidence was
taught
Lind seys A gathering of saints
the third volume robert lindseys
appeared in september 1988 in many ways it is the best of the three
books As a story it reads better than the others and on balance it
presents a more complete account of all the aspects of the case
lacking the vituperative approach of the mormon murders it
moves deftly through the story with insight and compassion and
it is well organized by providing several introductory chapters that
survey early mormon history lindsey responsibly prepares his
readers to better understand the historical import of hofmanns
Hofmanns
hoffmanns
discoveries thereafter the story proceeds chronologically in
general this volume is much more evenhanded than the others in
dealing with the role of the LDS church in the hofmann story
lindsey suggests in one place that the issues of separation of church
and state could be one explanation for the hesitancy of church
leaders to readily turn over its files or the manuscripts in its
possession to state investigators
A key source for lindsey was michael george see 283 an
investigator for the salt lake county attorneys office george
was clearly the source for the interesting final interview with
hofmann presented at the end of the volume
of course there are problems lindsey just repeats the old
inaccurate stories of the canites
danites see for example 204 249 50
and no serious mormon historian would agree with his claim that
jerald tanner following fawn brodie gave birth to the new
mormon history 128 but these flaws can probably be ascribed
mormon country and culture
to his status as an outsider to monnon
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Lind
seys volume has more detail on the documents
lindseys
hofmann found and sold than do the other two books particularly valuable is his discussion of the oath of a freeman in which
he gives the full story of the one potential sale that might have
solved Hof
hoffmanns
manns financial problems lindsey reprints the letters
hofmanns
from the library of congress and from the american antiquarian
society that reveal the behind the scenes developments the other
volumes do not present this dimension of the case as fully lindsey
also peppers his study with ample quotes from the diaries and
journals of many of the key participants in these events material
that is either summarized hinted at or entirely ignored in the other
volumes by using these primary sources he gives the reader a fuller
picture of the thoughts and feelings of the main actors even though
we are never told where we can examine these documents
Lind seys story is well told and presents realistic portraits of
lindseys
the key participants where robert stott the chief prosecutor is
presented in very negative terms by naifeh and smith lindsey
gives a more believable view of a man who tried to be very thorough
and very cautious stott surely was not the political country
bumpkin that comes across in the mormon murders the same
applies to naifeh and smiths caricature of brent ward
one thing that all of these volumes lack is a sense of historical
perspective on forgery forgery is an ancient business whether we
tores historiae
talk about the Scrip
scriptures
scriptores
historial augustae the donation of
horn diaries
constantine the 1929 forgeries of lincoln letters the hom
and papers of the 1940s and 1950s the recent hitler diary forgeries
or the numerous art forgeries that are periodically brought to our
attention by the news media even in mormon history hofmann
is not the first forger consider the clear evidence that the oliver
cowdery pamphlet defense in a Re
reversal
rehersal
hersal of my grounds for
myself from the latter day saints allegedly printed in
separating myselffrom
ohio in 1839 and even considered authentic by B H roberts is
mormons continue to use the
in fact a forgery 2 then too some cormons
fraudulent archko
archbo volume in their new testament studies 3 and
recent discoveries in the texas rare book and manuscript market
surely ought to help us place Hof
manns activities in a broader
hoffmanns
hofmanns
context 4
another problem stems from these volumes way of treating
contemporary history in telling their stories these authors would
have us believe they were in the office of the first presidency when
hofmann met with president hinckley or in the back seat of the car
when yengich and stott drove around salt lake city initially
discussing a possible plea bargain of course we know this was not
the case but by adopting a you were there writing style the
1
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authors betray their work as journalism not history can we really
believe that all the players in the hofmann drama spoke in publishable dialogue as if every sentence were accompanied by quotation
marks mormon murders shows this tendency at its worst not
marksb
marks5
only are dialogues invented out of whole cloth but the authors also
manage to climb into the minds of key players so they can tell us
fantasy land
what each person was feeling and thinking this fantasyland
approach to reconstructing historical events eliminates all serious
methodological roadblocks the narrative can go wherever the
authors wish because truth and evidence are never allowed to get in
the way of a good story and since no source citations are given the
reader has no way to check up on the sources the authors used one
suspects in fact at least for the naifeh and smith volume that
sources were not identified precisely because their fictions would
be found out
most people as these three volumes show get their history
not from scholarly journals or monographs but from journalists
who control the public media As neil postman has pointed out in
his book amusing ourselves to death the very nature of modem
news media has created the idea of context free information the
idea that the value of information need not be tied to any function
it might serve but merely to its novelty interest and curiosity but
more than that modem journalism is characterized by its capacity
to move information but not to collect it explain it or analyze
it knowing the facts in the media has come to mean knowing of
things not knowing about them hence the stress on images
stereotypes and headlines on the sensational and on the push for
quick answers and conclusions without study or evaluation the
bottom line is entertainment and marketing not education what
results is triviality not understanding 6 without a doubt a show
ted most of the newspaper and telepermeated
business atmosphere pennea
vision coverage of the hofmann case and this approach has helped
to decontextualize and sensationalize the whole case none of these
books escapes this tendency although mormon murders is again
the most outrageous example

like sampson avard and john C bennett in early mormon
history the salamander and mark hofmann are now permanently fixed in the experience and memory of the latter day saints
like these earlier individuals hofmann betrayed the fundamental
values of the community he claimed membership in but unlike the
ors from the church who left little record of their
detectors
defectors
earlier defect
lives with mark hofmann we have a better opportunity to underwhys and hows of his defection at least these new books
stand the ghys
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Hofmanns activities
hoffmanns
invite us to look deeper into the context of hofmanns
and provide an occasion for self examination for those of us who
hold to the values he rejected so violently
monnon culture seem to have contribseveral elements of mormon
uted to the direction hofmann took his domestic life was not able
to deal fully and openly with its own history which was in turn
intermeshed with mormon institutional history the polygamous
marriage of his maternal grandparents after the manifesto marks
mother was bom in 1929 of this relationship was treated as a deep
family secret and marks questions about it only pushed the
answers further into darkness some of his earliest research
endeavors into church history were attempts to find out the truth
about his own family and what mark saw as institutional disinpublic ally denying
genuousness allowing plural marriages but publically
them was reinforced at home in his experience people just were
not able to deal honestly with their past and they covered this fear
with an authoritarian silence this alone made people and institutions potential victims of his schemes and his documents could
only make their worst nightmares come true
the hofmann case also reveals another example of white
collar crime As the authors of these volumes show greed was a
common denominator of many of the people who got involved with
hofmann financial greed political greed historical greed to get
gain was one of the key motives of the actors in this case such
getting has in recent decades created an active underground
dealing with mormon documents one even suspects that this need
to know this lust for knowledge in the mormon community was
the one card defense attorney yengich had to play as his clients
guilt became more apparent we must particularly wonder about
the greed of collectors some of whom essentially ordered
manuscripts from hofmann in their inordinate desire to possess a
specific item this quest for knowledge that is thought to give a
certain power and the lust for possession of the manuscripts that
supposedly convey this knowledge is another basis for the flimflam that occasionally surfaces in our culture we find ourselves
trafficking in our heritage reducing everything to a dollar price
that invites crime into historical study and error into our research
in retrospect it is clear that our tools failed us in this instance
there is no doubt that some of the best minds in america were
involved in authenticating the main hofmann documents thus
historical responsibility was exercised but what happens when the
FBI labs the experts at the library of congress and some of the
best documents people in the country are fooled it is important to
remember that traditional historical education does not include the
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kinds of technical training required for detecting forgeries yet in
this case with so many people with specialized training and
experience involved it appears that current levels of expertise are
inadequate then too the techniques used to detect some of the
hofmann forgeries still have not been tested as to their admissibility
sibi lity into a court of law
in some ways our cultures very success helped create
hofmann consider our technical knowledge of inks paper
writing and printing which is available in dozens of books and
articles not to mention vast libraries containing histories on all
topics these extensive resources were clearly used by hofmann
using equally available information one could construct a pipe
bomb or even given access to the materials an atomic bomb
perhaps this is one price we pay for living in an open society
Hofmanns activities must be examined more
hoffmanns
the context of hofmanns
carefully than it is in any of these volumes if we are to fully
understand why mistakes were made such an examination must
take account of the history of mormon historical scholarship for at
least the last thirty years for example it is clear that for a number
of years there have been tensions within the mormon community
between the two perspectives owen chadwick identifies in his
perceptive study of the opening of the vatican archives
the ecclesiastical statesman who holds we have enemies in
the world bad things happened in the past if we open our archives
1

we let in not only neutrals who want to understand or friends who
have that sympathy which enables men to understand better but
antagonists seeking to stir up dirt such hostile enquiry especially if
misused hurts the institution and in hurting the institution hurts the
world which the institution serves
2 the scholarhistorian
Scholar Historian who argues the church is committed to
scholarlhistorian
truth the opening of archives is a necessary part of the quest for truth
in an age of historical enquiry truth is an absolute good no plea of
political welfare can override the commitment the church wants to
know what really happened for the sake of that quest it must run the
risk that fanatics misuse its documents misuse is of the moment
truth becomes a possession 7

both positions have truth and value and they are not necessarily
mutually exclusive but they do help to clarify real positions the
volumes on hofmann deal in various ways with the scholar
statesman tensions in mormon culture each book deals with this
differently but it seems clear now that hofmann got away with
some of his activities because he took advantage of the tensions that
had developed during the late 1970s and into the 1980s hofmann
might have appeared in any case but a more open policy of access
to archives would have made his impact less traumatic
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As early as his own LDS mission hofmann had concluded
through a study of fawn brodies biography of joseph smith that
joseph was the ultimate con man who forged his revelations and
then pretended sincerity in a perverse way hofmann was able in
his own mind to twist the life of joseph smith into a model for his
own activities for example after a missionary companion
according to sillitoe and roberts called him to account for his
theft of an anti mormon work from a library in england hofmann
justified his actions paraphrasing nephi by saying it is better
that 1I steal this work than even one person lose his testimony by
reading it the irony not to mention the dishonesty was that
hofmann had already concluded that the church was not true
it was hannah arendt who said that one of the purposes of the
past is to haunt us even without hofmann we would seem to have
enough history lurking in the underbrush to plague us as a people
who care so much about truth but who at times care so little about
history thus it is possible for another hofmann to appear in our
culture for as long as there are perceived secrets and we tend to
distrust each other someone will emerge to prey upon our worst
fears and needs we care about the work of people like hofmann
because our history matters to us we anchor our faith in the
concrete experiences of times past both personally and collectively it is a measure of that faith that we must assess our mistakes
while we continue the study of our history even more intensively
NOTES
an

Detectne
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the mark hofmann case
A basic chronology

1954
9 jan
7

dec

steven christensen bom
born in salt lake city utah
mark william hofmann bom
born in salt lake city utah
1966

at

age twelve hofmann purchases his first mormon
item a five dollar kirtland safety society note signed
by joseph smith and sidney rigdon
1973

june

mark hofmann graduates from olympus high school

salt lake city
june

book of common prayer bought by deseret book co

27 nov

hofmann called to serve a mission to the england
southwest mission the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints he would served primarily in the
areas of portsmouth bristol and bath
1976

spring

hofmann enrolls at utah state university logan
utah

this chronology

has been assembled from a variety of sources I1 have benefited from a review by various
friends and colleagues A detailed chronology 1980 87 compiled by mike carter appeared in the
salt lake tribune I august 1987 see also deseret news 31 july 1987 aa
a6 and william G hartley
fraudulent documents A chronology for the BYU symposium distributed on 6 august 1987
1
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1977
15

april hofmann gets engaged for the first time he later breaks
off the relationship
1978

june

hofmann gives a photocopy of an account of a second
anointing ceremony in LDS temple supposedly dated
1920 to sandra tanner a professional anti mormon in

salt lake city
1979

29 april

hofmann writes a college essay in the form of a letter to
his mother in which he is very critical of the historical
policies of the LDS church

fall

hofmann and jeff simmonds discuss the CBS TV
mini
miniseries
series based on irving wallaces 1972 novel
ministries
the word the lost book of james a story of ancient
manuscripts forgeries and murder

14

sept

hofmann marries doralee olds in the salt lake

temple
october

hofmann sells a second anointing blessing to utah
state university archivist jeff simmonds for sixty
dollars hofmann makes simmonds promise he will not
tell anyone where he got it hofmann now claims a 1912
date for this item
1980

16

april hofmann shows his wife a 1688 edition of the bible and
specifically points out that several pages are stuck
together police later establish that this bible was purchased by hofmann in bristol while on his mission in

england
17

april hofmann shows jeff simmonds the 1688 bible and they
separate the stuck pages discovering the anthon transcript
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achman and mark hofmann visit dean jessee at
april danelbachman
danei
danel B Bachman
the LDS church historical department in salt lake city
jessee then begins his study of the anthon transcript

18

22 april

the church accepts anthon transcript

3

may

1

4 may mormon history association annual meetings held in
canandaigua new york one session is devoted to the

TV salt lake city interviews hofmann in danel
KSL
KSLTV
Bach
mans office at the logan utah LDS institute of
nachmans
bachmans
religion newspapers carry the story of the anthon
transcript discovery hofmann becomes a celebrity

anthon transcript
june

the church

27 june

hofmann visits dorothy dean in carthage illinois he
tells her he is trying to establish the source of the 1688
bible

july

mark and doralee hofmann move to sandy utah

29 july

dorothy dean signs affidavit convinced by hofmann
that her mother must have been the source of the 1688
bible

13

oct

attempts to check the provenance of the
anthon transcript in order to authenticate it

the anthon transcript

is sold by hofmann to the
LDS church in exchange the church gives him a five
dollar mormon gold coin minted in 1850 a first edition
of the book of mormon and several examples of
pioneer mormon currency total value 20000
1981

8

jan

12

feb

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol29/iss1/7

hofmann is arrested for stealing a bag of sliced almonds
from a grocery store in salt lake valley
hofmann calls michael marquardt asking for information on the 1844 succession he specifically wants to
know what joseph smith was doing on 17 january 1844
two days later marquardt tells him joseph smith spent
the day at home
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83

hofmann shows church archivist donald schmidt a
photocopy of a faded 1844 document that appears to be
the text of a blessing joseph smith gave to his son
III 17 january 1844 schmidt is noncomjoseph smith 111
mittal hofmann then decides to approach richard
howard church historian of the RLDS church

24

feb

III
hofmann informs howard of the joseph smith 111
ili
blessing several days later howard calls hofmann at
which time hofmann promises not to sell it before
8 march

27

feb

schmidt and associates in the LDS church historical
department inform president hinckley of the joseph
III
smith 111
ili
lii blessing document the church decides to
obtain it

2 march

III
ili
lii blessing is sold to LDS church for
the joseph smith 111
about 20000 in trade the church trades this docu-

ment to the RLDS church on 18 march for an 1833 book
of commandments soon after hofmann donates to
LDS church a thomas bullock letter to brigham
young dated 27 january 1865 to add credibility to the
blessing about the same time of the blessing transaction LDS church purchases some white notes
from hofmann hofmann also sells some to al rust a
coin dealer in salt lake city

april

at

april

james dibowski and albert somerford forensic
experts associated with the US postal inspectors
III
lii blessing the
ili
crime lab authenticate joseph smith 111
paper tests would be done by the mccrone institute of
chicago

may

may

LDS general conference president gordon B
III
hinckley discusses the joseph smith 111
lii blessing
ili

hofmann purchases a large collection of letters from
steve gardiner in utah county on 18 may he pays
gardiner 20000 in november he borrows 25000
from al rust which he pays to gardiner this gardiner
purchase constitutes the core of the catalogue list of
mormon manuscripts hofmann issues about this
time
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15

may
uay

29 may

RLDS president wallace B smith announces that a
team of experts has tested the joseph smith 111
III blessing
lii
lil
and established its genuineness about this time
hofmann meets lyn jacobs and brent metcalfe

the joseph smith to emma letter

dated 3 march 1833
is sold to brent ashworth a utah county lawyer
collector for 6000 4000 in cash 2000 in trade
1982

january

hofmann orders rubber stamps from the salt lake
stamp co which he would use to make various denominations of spanish fork notes

march

hofmann tells ashworth of a collection of nineteenth
century letters from the palmyra area that is coming on
the market he says that a lucy mack smith letter is
among them

6 march

hofmann calls ashworth to tell him about another
Ashworths home in payson and
find he drives to ashworths
shows him a 13 january 1873 letter of martin harris to
walter conrad ashworth wants it the tentative selling
price is established at 27000 ashworth offers to trade
documents signed by george washington abraham

lincoln and robert E lee
29 july

hofmann shows ashworth the letter of lucy mack
smith to mary pierce dated 23 january 1829 they
agree to have dean jessee check the handwriting of the
letter prior to final purchase by ashworth selling price
about 33000 in trade

aug

news conference held regarding the lucy smith letter

23

17 sept

hofmann interviewed by peggy fletcher editor of
sunstone the interview is published in sunstone
review 2 september 1982 16 19 hofmann admits in
the interview that with the high prices being paid for
mormon documents there may be some temptation to
forge later in the interview he says im in this for the
money
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85

hofmann interviewed by jeffrey keller for the 7th
ath east
press an off campus BYU student newspaper A
summary of the interview appeared in the september
1982 issue 6 7

20

oct

david whitmer to walter conrad letter dated 2 april
1873 sold to LDS church for 10000

21

oct

hofmann sells ashworth a half page fragment from
the book of mosiah for 5000 later ashworth
buys a second fragment a full page from the book of
helaman for 25000 both are featured in the ensign
13 october 1983 77

nov to
dec

spanish fork co
cooperative
operative notes sold to alvin rust
hofmann had prepared several sets of these undated
twenty five cents
notes in denominations of ten cents twentyfive
fifty cents and one dollar hofmann sold sets to various
individuals at 1500 2000 per set
1983

5

jan

hofmann calls G homer durham managing director of
the LDS church historical department about a letter he
says he has just found in contacting durham hofmann
skirts the normal church channels for acquiring documents durham takes hofmann directly to president
gordon B hinckley the document is the earliest
known holograph of joseph smith a letter to josiah
stowell dated 18 june 1825 the price agreed upon is
15000 the church insists on establishing its authenticity

10

jan

hofmann flies to new york city he meets there with
charles hamilton a well known autograph dealer
hofmann convinces hamilton that the 1825 letter is
authentic and he signs a statement to that effect

14

jan
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elwyn doubleday sells the lounsbery collection of
letters to william thoman hofmann will claim he
purchased the harris 1830 letter from thoman in march
1982 police later show that this doubleday sale to
thoman occurred on 14 january 1983
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14

jan

letter of joseph smith to josiah stowell
sold to LDS church for 15000
in the first presidency vault

3

18 june 1825

the letter is then placed

march E B grandin printing contract for first printing of
book of mormon signed by joseph smith and martin
harris dated 17 august 1829 sold to LDS church for

25000

april

hofmann visits the justin schiller raymond wapner
galleries in new york city for the first time he
introduces himself as a dealer in rare coins he
also begins to purchase rare childrens books from
them

nov

letter of joseph smith

to general jonathan dunham

27 june 1844 sold to dr richard marks of phoenix
arizona by hofmann who had earlier promised it to
leam of the sale on
brent ashworth ashworth would learn
27 january 1984
29 nov

hofmann calls michael marquardt and tells him he has
just found a martin harris letter he reads the letter to
marquardt

dec

hofmann has michael marquardt to his home for
dinner he shows him the text of a letter of martin
harris to william W phelps dated 23 october 1830
marquardt tells a number of people about it during the

1

next week
16

dec

lyn jacobs

fronting for hofmann offers to sell
LDS church an 1830 martin harris letter to W W
phelps the white salamander letter president
hinckley declines indicating that the price is too

high brent ashworth also rejects the offer
hofmann fronting for jacobs approaches LDS
church archivist donald schmidt eventually
suggesting that perhaps a wealthy church member
could be found to buy it and then donate it to the
church this middleman idea proves to be attractive brent metcalfe tells hofmann of steven
christensen
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1984
6

jan

the harris letter is sold to steven christensen and gary
sheets hofmann had asked 50000 for it but had
accepted an offer of 40000 payable over eighteen
months 1000 down 9000 in two weeks and the
balance in increments of 10000 at six month intervals

january

christensen retains BYU historians ron walker and
dean jessee to study historical context of harris letter
in a 24 january letter to his research team he counsels
them to seek the truth in their studies

late jan hofmann tells christensen he has a cash flow problem

if christensen can give him the 9000 plus 5000 now
hofmann will give him a bonus the transcript of a
I1 november 1825 contract in which joseph smith sr
josiah stowell and other partners agreed on the division
of proceeds from a money digging enterprise they had
organized to find buried treasure christensen agrees to
advance the money in exchange for a copy of the text
and the right to buy the original for 15000 if and when
hofmann acquires it

february alvin E rust mormon and utah coin and currency
published it contains several hofmann forgeries

jessees
Jes
sees the personal writings of joseph smith
february dean jesses
appears it includes six hofmann forgeries
march

jerald and sandra tanners utah lighthouse ministry
though wanting to believe the harris letter authentic
admits to some reservations because of its similarity
to an affidavit of willard chase in E D howes
unvailed sic 1834 and to a statement by
mormonism unavailed
early LDS convert joseph knight tanners publish long
extracts from harris letter in the salt lake messenger

7 march

steven christensen issues a press release admitting
ownership of the 1830 harris letter but he says that he
will not release it until further research is done on it his
researchers were then working on 1 examining the
physical text they chose kenneth rendell of newton
mass to do this 2 establishing the
theprovenance
provenance of the
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letter dean jessee worked back to elwyn doubleday
a dealer in postal memorabilia in alton bay new
hampshire and 3 understanding the historical
context of the letter ronald walker dean jessee and
brent metcalfe were working on this aspect
18

may

mike hansen hofmann alias orders printing plates
from cocks clark
oark engraving in denver colorado for
dark
deseret currency

june

mike hansen orders twelve zinc etchings from
Clay tons latter day saints emigrants
claytona
william claytons
guide 1848 from heisler engraving in kansas city
missouri part of the 389.69
38969 order is paid with a check
for 169.69
16969 signed by mark W hofmann

august

hofmann sells full set of deseret currency dated 1858
to alvin rust for 35000

21 24

sunstone theological symposium hotel utah salt
lake city first public discussion of the harris 1830
letter by jan shipps and richard bushman

august
22 aug

utah lighthouse ministry publishes the money
digging letter

25 aug

los angeles times publishes long article on the harris
letter other newspapers across the country follow its
lead

sept

utah lighthouse ministry publishes copy of a circulating typescript of the 1825 smith stowell letter and
1930 harris letter is devoid of
questions why the 1830

mention of god or angels
26 sept

learns from kenneth rendell that forensic
hofmann leams
examiner of paper william G krueger has determined
there are no indications of forgery in the 1830 harris

letter

october
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metcalfe from his research team but gives him
severance pay metcalfe had filled in for christensen
in giving a talk to the faculty at the LDS institute
of religion at the university of utah the discussion had become very heated over metcalfes
Metcal fes refusal
to bear his testimony to the group after discussing
the harris 1830 letter christensen writes a letter
to president hinckley shortly thereafter 16 october
in which he says he has decided to suspend research
on the letter and to drop plans to publish a book about
it
30

oct

wilford cardon sends hofmann a check for 12000 for
an 1807 betsy ross letter
mike hansen orders jim bridger notes from utah
engraving company

21

nov

mike hansen orders printing plate for emma smith
hymnal back page from debouzek engraving salt lake

city
28

nov

12

dec

emma smith hymnal sold to brent ashworth for 5000
and a brigham young letter
mike hansen

leaves mark hofmann fingerprint
which police later find on receipt at salt lake stamp

company

1985
2

jan

15

feb

hofmann sells two jim bridger notes to charles hamilton for 10000
steven christensen receives a report from albert H
III a forensic chemist in raleigh north carolina
lyter 111
lyter had examined the ink on the harris 1830 letter and
reported there is no evidence that the examined
document was prepared at other than during the stated
time period

26

feb
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29 feb

8

march

president hinckley calls christensen and assures him
that the church wants the harris letter

mike harris orders plate from debouzek engraving
in salt lake city for the oath of a freeman

11

march hofmann flies to new york city

13

march hofmann purchases five items from argosy book
51.42
store in new york city for 5142
5142 one item he
claimed he purchased at this time was the oath of
the oldest printed item in american
a freeman
twenty five
history hofmann claimed he paid twentyfive
dollars for this specific item several days later
he returns with the oath of a freeman to schillers
gallery in new york city various authorities
are contacted by schiller to examine the broadside
william matheson chief of the rare book and
special collections division of the library of congress
accepts the item and says a battery of tests will be
nned on it to determine its authenticity in april
performed
perfo
the library of congress tells schiller and wapner
manns agents that it wants to buy the oath of a
Hof
hermanns

freeman
15

march thomas wilding and associate syd jensen at
Hofmanns invitation agree to invest 22500 in
hoffmanns
hofmanns
eighteen rare books

20 march kenneth rendell sends his final report to christensen
there is no indication that this letter the harris 1830
letter is a forgery
21 march

wilding and co investors give hofmann 22500 to
purchase rare books

25 march

mike hansen orders a second plate of the oath of a
freeman

april

christensen tells salt lake tribune that tests show
harris letter to be authentic that researchers are preparing it for publication and that their findings will be
announced at the mormon history association annual
meeting in may

3

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol29/iss1/7

24

Whittaker: The Hofmann Maze: A Book Review Essay with a Chronology and Bibli

book reviews
8

april

16

schiller sends oath of a freeman
congress asking price 151.5
15 million

91

to

library of

april letter of david and peter whitmer to bethell todd
dated 12 august 1828 sold to LDS church for 1500
by hofmann

18

sens donation
april first presidency accepts steven Christen
christensens
of the harris 1830 letter to church

23

april alvin rust advances hofmann 150000 to purchase
McLellin
mcclellin
mclellin collection in new york city hofmann
McLellin
later tells rust that he has sold the mcclellin
mclellin collection
to the LDS church for 300000

28

churchs acquisition of harris
april church news announces churche
letter from christensen and publishes the letter with a
careful statement from first presidency acknowledging
apparent authenticity

29

Mini strys salt lake messenger
april utah lighthouse ministrys
accuses LDS church of hiding a second letter that deals
with early treasure hunting by the smith family salt
lake tribune claims 1825 smith stowell letter exists
but church spokesman denies that church possesses it

30

april rhett james questions authenticity of harris letter
based on study of word patterns of known harris
writings

2 may

5

may

at

mormon history association annual meetings in
independence missouri dean jessee summarizes findings by experts who noted that nothing had been found
indicating forgery As jessee would reemphasize in the
months to follow one can prove forgery but not authenticity authenticating is a matter of reducing probability
not of proving ronald walker discusses context of
treasure hunting into which the letter apparently fits

church spokesman retracts his denial of church having
the 1825 letter saying he was informed by president
hinckley that the letter was in first presidency vault and
perhaps would be subject of critical study as harris
letter had been
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9

may

first presidency releases text of 1825 smith stowell
letter with statement that dean jessee says document
appears definitely to be in hand of joseph smith and
is earliest document written by the prophet document
expert charles hamilton of new york had authenticated the letter earlier

may

newspapers nationwide feature headlines claiming that
newspapersnationwide
the smith stowell 1825 letter links mormon church
founder to the occult

14 may

spokesman denies church has hidden oliver cowdery
history

may

walter mccrowe associates find the harris letters

11

15

paper consistent with period of date
20 may

Mormoni sms
time magazine publishes challenging mormonisms
roots about the documents controversy kenneth

rendell verifies based on his examination and tests and
based on ink and paper tests done by others that there
is no indication that this harris letter is a forgery
25 may

ronald vern jackson displays forgery of neeley court
docket to support claim that harris letter is a fake

early
june

brent metcalfe who earlier had passed to john dart a
reporter with the los angeles times information
from an anonymous source hofmann about the existence of an oliver cowdery history hidden by the first
presidency now meets with hofmann and dart in salt
lake city hofmann tells dart he has seen the oliver
cowdery history in the vault of the first presidency that
this history contains a different account of the origins of
the church and that it credits alvin smith with a key
role in obtaining the book of mormon plates

5

june

wilford cardon wires 110000 to schiller wagner in
new york city to invest in a charles dickens manuscript the haunted man and the ghosts bargain
hofmann had told him of the investment opportunity

9

june

hofmann offers the same investment opportunity to
thomas wilding he had offered to cardon
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93

los angles times cites insider anonymous interview
with mark hofmann that LDS church presidency is
hiding a cowdery history

14 june

library of congress returns oath of a freeman to
schiller wapner galleries price too high at 151.5
15
million

28 june

elder hugh pinnock helps arrange a loan of 185000
from first interstate bank for hofmann to help purchase
McLellin
mcclellin
mclellin papers

6 july

Mc
Lellin
mclellin
salt lake tribune citing hofmann says mcclellin
collection includes pearl of great price facsimile 2

29 july

letter of joseph smith

to general jonathan dunham

27 june 1844 sold to brent ashworth after hofmann
bought it from deseret book co which had bought it
from dr richard marks who had bought it from
hofmann hofmann loses about 56000 on this trans
action but he must keep ashworth quiet as ashworth is
beginning to tell people how untrustworthy he is

august

brigham young papers sold to wilding group for

23600
12

aug

21 24

august

3

sept

10

sept
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hofmann signs contract to buy a home in cottonwood
area of salt lake city for 550000 hofmann agrees to
pay 5000 in earnest money 195000 at closure and
three additional annual installments of 195000 the
closing is set for 15 october 100 PM

at sunstone

symposium in salt lake city historians
michael quinn marvin hill and ronald walker say
that joseph smiths involvement with folk magic can
be sustained without hofmann documents
Hof
hoffmanns
manns
hofmanns
bounces

185000 check to first interstate bank

deseret book sells hofmann book of common prayer
for 50 it contains a signature of nathan harris
several days later hofmann returns to claim that a poem
written by martin harris was in the back of the volume

27
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hofmann admits to wilding and syd jensen that their
money had not purchased the oath of freeman or
dickens manuscript that brigham young papers he had
offered to sell did not exist and that he cannot return
their money hofmann spends the day trying to raise
money one angry investor hits hofmann in face
increasing pressure put on hofmann

16 sept

leslie kress and kenneth rendell sell hofmann two
pieces of papyrus on consignment for expected 10500
sale 23 sept hofmann offers to sell papyrus piece to

curt bench of deseret book co

25 sept

hofmann offers to sell papyrus piece to ashworth

30 sept

hofmann tries to use papyrus as collateral for 150000
loan arranged by wade lillywhite of deseret book

1

oct

hofmann sells deseret currency notes to deseret book

2

oct

christensen warns hofmann to tell elder pinnock of his
problems

3

oct

hofmann sells nathan harris book of common prayer
to LDS church for 700 in trade

4

oct

mcclellin
hofmann tells elder pinnock he must sell McLellin
mclellin
collection rather than donate it to church so
pinnock arranges for it to be purchased for 185000
during 13 19 october mission president david E
sorensen working through his attorney david west
is to purchase the mclellin
McLellin
mcclellin collection if someone
can authenticate it steve christensen is chosen to do
this

6

oct

A one third interest in a betsy

ross letter sold

to

wilford cardon
7

oct

radio shack outlet in cottonwood mall sells to
M hansen a battery holder and a mercury switch

II

111
1

oct
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hofmann offers to sell president hinckley a kinderhook plate and josephs translation of it the offer is
declined
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13

oct

hofmann tries to sell papyrus supposedly facsimile 2
for 100000 by now Hof
manns debts are at least
hoffmanns
hermanns
hofmanns
1300000

15

oct

steven christensen and kathleen sheets killed by
bombs police warn ashworth that he may be on the
same hit list As the Ash
worths hurriedly go into hiding
ashworths
their son is involved in a tragic accident that proves fatal

16

oct

hofmann injured by bomb in his car some speculate
that the bomb was intended for brent ashworth or
Christen
sens attorney
christensens

16

19

oct

oct

police identify hofmann as suspect in christensen and
sheets murders motive linked to dealing in fraudulent
documents police with search warrant go through
letter
Hof
hoffmanns
manns house find a green high school lettermann
lettermans
mans
hofmanns
jacket and in a locked basement room books and
manuscripts and note cards containing words from the
book of mormon

church announces harris letter was given to FBI to
authenticate the FBI tests did not indicate forgery
second search of hofmann home conducted

21

oct

elder hugh pinnock releases details of his role in
obtaining a loan for hofmann

23

oct

in a news conference elders hinckley oaks and
pinnock give details about their contacts with hofmann

25

oct

hofmann
mannss loan to first interstate
elder pinnock repays Hof
bank

30 oct

information from rendell says papyrus hofmann tried
McLellin
mcclellin
to peddle was from him not part of any mclellin
collection

oct

hofmann released from LDS hospital later in the day
he is charged with illegal possession of a machine gun
he pleads innocent and posts 50000 bail A daniel
boone letter 1775 is sold at a sothebys auction for
29000 the letter was a hofmann creation sothebys

31

later buys letter back
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nov

grand jury hears from people who dealt with hofmann

no charges filed
13

nov

hofmann takes a polygraph test

20 nov

hoffmanns
Hof
manns attorney announces that hofmann passed
hofmanns
the polygraph test and thus did not kill sheets and
christensen

nov

traughber papers in texas are found to contain some
Mc Lellin
mcclellin
Mc Lellin papers but are not the expected mclellin
mcclellin
mclellin
collection

28

utah state supreme court rejects an appeal that would

dec

have forced a nurse to reveal what she overheard
hofmann say in hospital
17 20

dec

george throckmorton and william flynn begin their
investigation of historic documents at the LDS church
historical department they discover cracked ink on
documents that hofmann handled but they are not sure
what caused it
1986

7 20

jan second examination in LDS historical department by
throckmorton and flynn about this time the FBI lab in
washington DC reports that its tests had determined
that the harris 1830 letter was not a forgery neither
according to the FBI was the 1829 printing contract for
mormon
book of monnon

9 jan

terri christensen delivers steven fred christensen jr
ces arean section it would have been steves thirty
by cesarean
cesareen
second birthday

22 jan

third examination by throckmorton and flynn joined
by al lyter exam conducted at utah state crime lab

4 feb

prosecutors charge hofmann with two murder counts
twenty three counts of theft by deception and communications fraud involving among others the anthon
Mc
Lellin
transcript harris letter and nonexistent mcclellin
mclellin
collection hofmann goes to salt lake county jail
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5

feb

probable cause statement released listing hofmann
documents involved in fraud counts investigator
george throckmorton says none of documents described are authentic

7

feb

rendell says several hofmann documents are forgeries
but he is not sure about harris letter prominent LDS
historians with only media reports about case for fraud
to counter earlier reports showing authenticity maintain view that some of the documents are authentic

9 feb
1I
1I11

feb

april

hofmann released on 250000 bail

salt lake tribune quotes james R dibowski former
director of US postal crime lab in cincinnati conIII
tending joseph smith 111
lii blessing document is genuine
prosecutors examine forty witnesses to collect evidence
to build their case against hofmann

april

LDS church announces it is returning court documents
received from hofmann to hancock county illinois

4 april

hofmann charged with four additional theft by decep-

1I

tion counts
11
II

april george throckmorton examines a second copy of
oath of a freeman loaned to police by wilding he
says it is a fake printed from a negative made in salt
lake city

14

april preliminary hearing in the case of the state of utah v
mark W hofmann begins

18

april investigators show that hofmann used mike hansen
alias and that mike hansen bought bomb ingredients
and engraved plates used to print some documents sold
by hofmann

former LDS church archivist don schmidt testifies
that church took few steps to authenticate documents
from hofmann indicating that most documents
were examined solely on basis of their historical
contexts
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april fourth examination of documents conducted in a laboratory at Throckmort
throckmortons
ons home at this point 688 documents including 302 hofmann documents have been
examined sixty one of these are believed to have been
forged by hofmann

20 april

LDS church announces that forty eight documents
were purchased or otherwise obtained from hofmann
the church paid hofmann 57100 for seven items
the other forty one were acquired by donation or
trade

23 april

hofmann re injures his knee falling and fracturing the
kneecap hearing postponed until 5 may

may

BYU studies special issue focuses on tests the

harris

and smith letters had been subjected to and on issues
raised by the letters including treasure hunting in and
before joseph smiths time based on non hofmann
sources

may

mormon history association annual meeting salt lake
mormon
monnon
city special session on early mon
non history papers
by ronald walker and alan taylor later published in
dialogue 19 winter 1986 at the same meetings
richard lloyd anderson makes a slide lecture presentation on the joseph smith to hyrum smith revelation
letter may 1838 showing the problems with the
postmark

7 may

william flynn investigator for arizona state crime
lab announces cracked ink proves harris letter and
other hofmann documents were forged

22 may

hofmann bound over to utah third district court for
trial on charges of murder and fraud on 6 june he pleads
not guilty to all charges judges rule that hofmann

3

would face five separate trials thefirst
the first for murder
scheduled for 2 march 1987
24 may

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol29/iss1/7

unanswered questions including how hofmann passed
polygraph test remain after preliminary hearings end
based on what public has been told many people still
reluctant to agree with prosecutions case
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summer

fall

roderick mcneil uses a scanning auger microscope to
examine the age of the ink on the documents hofmann
sold to the church
before 1970

16

oct

he concludes that none were written

church announces that a search of its archives and
presidencys
cys vault found no oliver cowdery
first Presiden
history

oct

jerald tanner publishes tracking the white salamander the story of mark hofmann murder and forged
mormon documents

26 nov

david yocum the recently elected salt lake county
attorney removes prosecutor gary delia from the
hofmann case two weeks later delia resigns from the
county attorneys office

early

defense attorney yengich and prosecutor stott begin

dec

open discussions about a plea bargain

28

1987

7 jan
7 8

jan

22 jan

plea bargain agreed to

stott and david biggs drive to yengichs home in salt
lake city hofmann confesses his crimes to them
yengich forces mark hofmann to confront his family
with his guilt

23 jan

plea bargain announced hofmann pleads guilty to
two counts of second degree murder and two counts
of communication fraud involving the harris letter
Mc
mcclellin
Lellin papers twenty six other counts disand mclellin
missed and hofmann agrees to be interviewed
about the murders and documents he goes to the
utah state prison belief continues among some
historians that not all hofmann related documents
are forgeries

feb
haeb
hfeb
11

27 may
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april

at the invitation of the joseph fielding smith institute
for church history and the department of history BYU
george throckmorton discusses the hofmann forgeries
with historians and archivists at BYU for two hours

31 july

county attorneys office releases 600 page transcript
of interviews its staff conducted with prisoner hofmann hofmann confessed that all the documents listed
on statement of probable cause were forged some
dissatisfaction is expressed in scholarly circles and in
Hofmanns conhoffmanns
the public with the incompleteness of hofmanns
fes sions
fessions

august

D michael quinn early mormonism and the magic

world view published

aug

BYU symposium on church history and recent
forgeries the concluding address by elder dallin
oaks published in the ensign 17 october 1987 63 69

4 sept

deseret book company owned by the LDS church
announces the closing of its fine and rare book depart-

6

ment
1988
9 jan

hofmann parole hearing citing his callous disregard
for human life and that the killings were done to cover
other criminal activities the parole board tells hofmann that he should spend the rest of his life in prison

march

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol29/iss1/7

michael george interviews hofmann for about seven
hours hofmann claims to have forged documents with
at least eighty three different signatures when asked
how he felt about the people he murdered hofmann
responds 1 I dont feel anything for them my philosophy is that theyre dead theyre not suffering I1 think
life is basically worthless they could have died just as
1I dont believe in god 1I
easily in a car accident
dont believe in an afterlife they don t know theyre
dead see robert lindsey A gathering of saints
A true story of murder and deceit new york simon
and schuster 1988 378 italics in original
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sillitoe and roberts salamander the story of the
mormon forgery murders with a forensic analysis by
george JJ throckmorton published in the summary to
his forensic analysis throckmorton concludes
during the one and one half year investigation into
the mark W hofmann documents more than 6000
documents reportedly dating from between 1792 and
1929 were examined of that total 443 documents came
from hofmann of these 268 or 60 percent were
found to be authentic mostly public court records and
other historically insignificant items another 68 documents or 15 percent could not be proven either genuine
or forged however 107 documents or 24 percent
were found to be forged 552

april the family of kathleen sheets awarded nearly two
million dollars in a court judgment against mark W

hofmann

august

naifeh and smith the mormon murders A true story
of greed forgery deceit and death published

aug

salt lake tribune reports that hofmann was plotting to
have members of the utah board of pardons killed

6

10

aug

doralee olds hofmann files for divorce

19

aug

LDS church releases official statement condemning
the mormon murders for its scurrilous descriptions
accusations and willful misrepresentations of the
actions and motives of the leaders of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints

15

sept

hofmann attempts suicide by way of a drug overdose
he is rushed to the university of utah health sciences
center

27 sept

hofmann transferred to hospital at utah state prison

sept

lindsey A gathering ofsaints
of saints
and deceit published

1I

oct

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1989
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salt lake tribune announced that deseret book co had
filed a civil law suit in utahs third district court
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against wade lillywhite a key witness in the hofmann
forgery case lillywhite a former employee in deseret
companas
Comp anys fine and rare book department in
book companys
salt lake city is accused of defrauding the bookstore of
236308 on 13 january 1989 lillywhite pleads guilty
to falsifying records and stealing rare books for his own
use and on 17 march 1989 was sentenced to ten years
probation and restitution totaling almost 229000
16

oct

richard P lindsay managing director of public
communications for the LDS church tells deseret
news that the church plans to publish a complete list
of errors misquoter
misquotes and exaggerations in the mormon
murders
1989

16

feb

salt lake tribune announces that the LDS church
public relations department is working on a full account
of the hofmann case rumors also circulate that a book
length history of the hofmann case is being researched
by members of the LDS church historical department
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A bibliographical guide

copies of most of the items referred to in this bibliography have been
gathered into MSS 1571 the mark W hofmann case collection
archives and manuscripts harold B lee library brigham young
university provo utah

1I

histories of the hofmann case
A books and monographs

campbell harry fredrick hofmann mormon money
forgeries historical aspects salt lake city
privately printed 1988

gathering of saints A true story of
murder and deceit new york simon and schuster

lindsey robert

A

1988

naifeh steven and gregory white smith the mormon
murders A true story of greed forgery deceit
any
and death new york weidenfeld and nicholson
anddeath
1988

sillitoe linda and allen
ailen D roberts salamander the story
alien
of the mormon forgery murders with a forensic
analysis by george JJ throckmorton salt lake city
signature books 1988
tanner jerald tracking the white salamander the story of
mark hofmann murder and forged mormon docuad ed salt lake city utah lighthouse ministry
ments 3d
1987

B Articles
Chapters
articleschapters

anderson richard lloyd the alvin smith story fact and
72
5872
fiction ensign 17 august 1987 58
B
bitton ron hofmann parole denied sunstone 12 january
1988
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mel
hofmann case leaves unanswered
questions autograph collectors magazine may
june 1988 7
brigham young university studies 24 fall 1984 due to
delayed printing this issue appeared in may 1986

borup

anderson richard lloyd the mature joseph
489 560
smith and treasure searching 489560
hill marvin S money digging folklore and
the beginning of mormonism an inter88
pretive suggestion 473
47388
jessee dean C new documents and mormon
397 428
beginnings 397428
walker ronald W joseph smith the palmyra
seer 461
72
46172
the persisting idea of american treasure
59
hunting 429
42959
bushman richard treasure seeking then and now
sunstone I111I1 september 1987 5566
carter mike hofmann was peddling dickensmanuscripts
dickens manuscripts
to several different investors salt lake tribune
18 november 1985 B
bl1
worthless forgeries no theyre hofmann originals
salt lake tribune 1I august 1987 A
a4
al1 aa
Is hofmann behind threats to state pardons board
salt lake tribune 24 march 1988 aa
a3
church releases statement 31 july 1987 on mark hof78 79
mann interviews ensign 17 october 1987 7879
dialogue A journal of mormon thought 19 winter 1986
the document diggers and their discoveries A
panel papers read at the mormon history association
annual meeting may 1986
bench curt

document dealing A dealers
response 7076
70 76 bench did not participate on the original panel
howard richard P revisionist history and the
69
document diggers 65
6569
johnson jeffery 0 the damage done an
52 60
archivists view 5260

may cheryll L

47
4447
the context 44
roberts alien
allen
ailen D the hofmann case six

issues

47 52
4752

document dealer confesses ensign 17 april 1987 77
forgeries continue to create concern autograph collectors magazine november december 1988
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to the document diggers and
flynn shannon P responses tothe
MHA newsletter 63 october
their discoveries
1986 112
2 with reply by jeffrey johnson 3
hamilton on hofmann maine antique digest 15 june
1987 aa
3a letter of charles hamilton
hedengren paul chaps 11 12 of in defense of faith
assessing arguments against latter day saint belief
provo bradford and wilson 1985 131 94 these
chapters discuss the letters of joseph smith to josiah
stowell 1825 lucy smith to mary pierce 1829 and
martin harris to william W phelps 1830
hewett david when collecting gets dangerous maine
antique digest 13 december 1985 27
Is the white salamander letter a fake many
dont think so maine antique digest 14 april
13
1986 10
1013
parts 1I and 2 of the mark hofmann story
A
maine antique digest 14 june july 1986 26a 331I1a
IC ac
8c
update on the mark hofmann case maine antique
digest 14 november 1986 aa
9a
the mark hofmann case new evidence of fake americana surfaces in utah maine antique digest 15
march 1987 12a
mark hofmann confesses maine antique digest 15
may 1987 10
13
1013
forgers forgeries and fakes maine antique digest 15
november 1987 27d 36d review of tracking the
white salamander and selling hitler
hofmann pleads guilty many questions left
unanswered maine antique digest 15 november
1987

isa

mark hofmann A boy and his chemistry set gone
bad maine antique digest 15 november 1987
11d
D 7d
ad
ad
what has hofmann faked maine antique digest 16
december 1988 25c
the hofmann case A chronology deseret news salt
lake city 31 july 1987 aa
a6
manuscripts 40 winter
how to detect a hofmann forgery manuscripts40winter
1988

johnston jerry post hofmann days hard for rare book
e4
dealers deseret news 13 march 1988 ea
jones robert A part I1 of the white salamander murders
29 march 19876
losangelestimesmagazine29
1234
198761234
Magazine
los angeles times magazine29
36
part 2 of

the white salamander murders los angeles

times magazine
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kimball edward L the artist and the forger han van
meegeren
egeren and mark heimann
hofmann BYU studies 27 fall
Me
meeveren
hermann
holmann
1987

larsen paul

5514
14

the chameleon

and the salamander

utah

holiday 14 december 1985 84 88
leonard J arrington responds this people 7 november
39
1986 38
3839
quinn D michael early mormonism and the magic world
view salt lake city signature books 1987
rendell kenneth the end of the mormon case but not of
the questions rendell review no 5 c october
1987 1122
latter day taints art and auction october 1987 3242

latter day taints the mark hofmann case manu14
scripts 40 winter 1988 5514

the mormon bombing forgery
rendell review no 3 nd

and fraud case

other peoples mail 30 years as a dealer in historical
np apnp march 1989 23letters and documents ap
26

brief summary of the hofmann case
MHA newsletter no 63 october 1986 3355
the truth Is the most important thing the new
mormon history according to mark hofmann
96
dialogue 20 winter 1987 87
8796
roberts alien
ailen D and fred esplin when the dealings
allen
shells utah holibombshells
done bombs and historical Bomb
58
47 4950
43
42
49 50 52
day 15 january 1986 4243
5258
434749
4243474950
john
fohn
hofmann
HofmannJohn
allen
alien roberts on mark hofmannjohn
russell william M ailen
alien
whitmer historical association newsletter no 23
2 3 account of robertss address at the
july 1988 23
roberts alien
ailen D
allen

JWHA spring banquet

independence

missouri

april 1988
2 book collector london
A scandal in america parts 112
36 winter 1987 449
70 and 37 spring 1988 9
44970
9

28

sillitoe linda documents of death utah holiday 15
68 80
52 54 6880
september 1986 5254
the mormon documents day in court sunstone 10
november 1986 23 29 originally presented at the
sunstone theological symposium august 1986
the successful marketing of the holy grail dialogue
104
20 winter 1987 97
97104
sillitoe linda and allen
alien
ailen D roberts parts I1 and 2 of
salamander the story of the mormon forgery utah
22 37 59 and march
holiday 17 february 1988 2237
1988 3446
34 46
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99 124 and the
ap 99124
smith robert F forgeries chap 7 pp
42 in
ap 125
12542
forger and his friends chap 8 pp
sophia
pansophia
pansophic
Talis mans forgery and Pan
oracles and talismans
joseph smith jr as a renaissance magus unpublished MS privately distributed 1987
spangler jerry media became part of the hofmann
story utah journalism review 7 october 1987 aff
2ff
stalking the wild document an interview with lyn
jacobs sunstone 10 c march 1986 919
9 19
tracy dawn hofmann fallout store deseret book co to
write off rare book section salt lake tribune
55novemberl987bl2
november 1987 B 1 2
Hofmanns forgeries are likely to have lasting import
hoffmanns
hofmanns
on LDS history salt lake tribune 24 january 1987

aa
a9

walton tom heres synopsis of LDS church releases
on hofmann daily herald provo 6 august 1987
198733

11
II

interviews with and articles by mark hofmann

A articles by

finding the joseph smith document ensign 10 july
1980 73 anthon transcript
part I1 of the prophet for president TAMS journal 20
52 official organ of the token and
august 1980 150
15052
medal society
III
ili
lii blessing
behind the scenes the joseph smith 111
6 7 includes
sunstone review 2 august 1982 1 67
address hofmann gave at mormon history association
annual meeting with responses by richard P howard
and donald T schmidt
text of hofmann letter given to pardons board salt lake
tribune 30 january 1988 B
bl1 2

B interviews with

hunting for LDS documents an interview with mark
hofmann sunstone review 1
2 september 1982 1619 interviewed by peggy fletcher 17 september
1982
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making a buck off church history 7th
ath east press
september 1982 6677 summary of an interview
conducted by jeffrey E keller

C

the prison interviews

mark
hofmann interviews transcripts supplements and exhibits
markhofmann
two volumes 537 pp
ap issued by the office of salt lake county
attorney interviews conducted at utah state prison between
11 february and 27 may 1987
1

index to selected topics in the prison interviews
a

the forgeries
33133506845657
133
506
456 57
133506
506888456
45657
anthon transcript 3133
money digging 501
articles of agreement moneydigging
50122
boone daniel letter 491
93
28893
bridger notes 288
11
bullock thomas to brigham young 309
30911
313 16
31316
canadian copyright revelation 531
coins 409
402
dunham letter 387
387402
grandin E B contract 372
87
37287
98 43239798
harris M to W W phelps 243 397

509
519 36
McLellin
mcclellin
mclellin collection 51936
money notes and scripts 175222
175 222
15 36388 302
31315
30288 313
23088
oath of a freeman 230
68
14
ross betsy letter 509
50914

smith emma
smith joseph
smith joseph
joseph
smith
smithjoseph
368 72
36872

30 306
hymnal 223
22330
to emma smith 402
to hyrum smith 214
61
to Josiah stowell 7524324561
75243245

11
10911
smith joseph to lawrence sisters 109
III blessing 13373
133 73 297301
297 301
smith joseph 111
11
309
30911
45
smith lucy mack letter 243 320 333
33345
82 323
33
32333
17682
white notes 176
23 41117
17
411
422
whitmer to conrad 317
31723
17422
41117422
18
wilding group transactions 514
51418
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b hofmann on hofmann
14
130 133
11314
desire to change LDS history 113
14130
11314130
51
148 150
165
66
289 426
15051
16566
51165
66289426
1505116566289426
destroyed evidence 178192199201212 14
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228248 49262
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123 24
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As a forger
asa

methods techniques 64737478
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84 8687
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116
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11617
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tog
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206
202
200
15167
202206
200202206
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21619
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283 84 300305
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70 28384
26970
16 318
19 322 324
25 328
313 315
32425
31819
31516
332 36 34143
341 43 346 35152
351 52 356 358
33236
68 379 382
363
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94
36368
38283
39394
397 40910
418 21 42527
425 27
409 10 414 416 41821
429
42930431437440460474490493
30431437440460474490493
508 10 522 394 my best forgery
95 50810
attempts are obviously in national type
material rather than church material 284
if 1I write a book you will learn a lot more
on himself 90 98
99 117 123 125 127 128
9899
130 132 156 161 178 187 192 199
201f 248 262 284 387 392 407 408
416 421 424 454 47475
410
474 75
41041642142445447475
410416421424454474
on joseph smiths handwriting 347 371
134 44 158 24851
248 51
methods of research 71 13444
39 340 397
58 299 324
257
25 338
32425
33839
25758
421
35 457 508
433 35457
412
22
43335
412421
42122
22433
4124212243335457
34 150 187 203 265 276
motives 96 133
13334

279332334373387 88400402407
27933233437338788400402407
74
41247374
412473

personal lack of faith 11214816542527455
112148165425 27455
sources 294 372 390 392
444 447
392444447
c selected references to miscellaneous topics
41 344 399
ashworth brent 317 321 333
33341

401423
brigham young university library 125 a lab on
81
59 280
257
campus 236
25759
28081
23625759
236257
452 56
dart john 45256
82 332 513
flynn shannon 281
28182
genealogical library LDS church 374
75
37475
hamilton charles 357
419 23
41923
35741923
357419
historical department LDS church 417 418
434
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jacobs lyn 224 225 232
461 469ff
ff 535
232461469ff
232461469
jessee dean 125 126 342 359 394 448
498
marquardt michael 298
99487
29899487
422 441
metcalfe brent 422441
oliver cowdery history 45354
453 54
quinn michael 165
rendell kenneth 490ff
university of utah library 181 196 210
293 94
302 304 308 319
244
247 248 29394
244247248293
94302304308319
24424724829394302304308319
326 27 329 339 36970
369 70 378 381 413
32627
457
utah state archives 309
vault of the first presidency 453
2

law suit over the rights to
commission rejects claim by bookseller deseret
news 19 august 1988 B
bl1
perkins ken book dealer sam weller sues county
over hofmann transcripts salt lake tribune
4 august 1988 b3
ba

111
III
ili reporters transcript of preliminary hearing state of utah plaintiff
vs mark hofmann defendant 12 volumes 2517 pages 14 april 198613 may 19861
1986

A contents guide to examinations of states witnesses
14 april 1986
vol 1114

L passey 8 112
bruce
brucelpassey8
janet mcdermott 113 95
margene robbins 196 227
james gary sheets 227 45
15 april 1986
vol 2215

gary sheets 3 50
aaron teplick 50 136
nancy earl 137 45
jerry thompson 145 88
bradley robert christensen
kelly maria elliott 238 50
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16 april 1986
vol 3316

james bryant 3 31
jim bell 31 91
jerry andrew taylor 92 190

vol 4

17

april 1986

jerry taylor 3 27
jorgen olsen 28 34
jack smith 34 60
edward Q cannon 61 82
sonda gary 83 93
blanch leake 93 96
jim bell 97 99
scott L pratt 99 114
shannon patrick flynn 115 54
donald T schmidt 155 228

vol

5 18

april 1986

donald T schmidt 3 109
barbara zellner 109 26
ralph bailey 127 34
wilfred alan cardon 135 98
richard marks 198 217
glen rowe 218 32

vol

6 22

april 1986

glen rowe 3 30
alvin eugene rust 31 127
pincok
pinnok127
127 96
hugh pinnok
richard forbes 197 207

vol

7 22

april 1986

steven G barnett 3 20
kenneth rendell 23 170
curt bench 171 228
lyn richard jacobs 228

vol

8 5

81

may 1986

gaylen rust 3 36
wade lillywhite 36 100
robert dale pitts 100 128
jack smith 129 42
jim bell 143
48
1438
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vol

studies

9 6 may 1986

thomas R wilding 3 86
francis magee 86 176
brent ashworth 176 232

vol

10 7

may 1986

william JJF
flynn
lynn

vol

11

3 163

may 1986

12

george throckmorton

vol

12 13

3 206

may 1986

jim bell

3 117

IV forgery symposium brigham young university 6 august 1987
A accounts of

carter mike

lack of skepticism helped him charges
prosecutor salt lake tribune 7 august 1987 B
bl1 6
church history and recent forgeries symposium
BYU

religious studies center
newsletter 2 september
centernewsletter2

133
conference asks questions while hofmann raises new
ones sunstone 11I 11I july 1987 38
41 this issue was
3841
1987

1

published in november 1987
gates chuck elder oaks says media unfairly targeted
LDS church deseret news 17 august 1987 B
bl1 3
harker brent the black and the white BYU today 41
46
october 1987 38
3846
the hofmann case daily universe BYU student newspaper 11 august 19874
1987 4 series of articles
mormon official accuses media of church bashing in
bomb reports los angeles times 8 august 1987
pt 1 p 30
thompson jan historians pledge more scrutiny of
documents deseret news 7 august 1987 B
bl1 3
hofmann became a lying machine author declares
deseret news 6 august 1987 B
bl1 2 summary of
comments of alien
allen
ailen D roberts
tracy dawn LDS church seen as just one of hoffmanns
Hof
manns
hofmanns

lp30

fraud victims salt lake tribune

7

august 1987

B1

6
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walton tom hofmann wanted to destroy history faith
daily herald 7 august 1987 1 6
jessee explains story behind letter daily herald
7 august 1987 3
oaks denies coverup accusations daily herald
7 august 1987 1155
B

talks at
howard richard P why were scholars misled what can
we learn
leam from this dialogue 21 summer 1988
146
48
14648
oaks dallin H recent events involving church history and
69
1987 63
6369
forged documents ensign 17 october 19876369
198763

V published reviews
A tanner jerald tracking the white salamander the story of
mark hofmann murder and forged mormon documents

hewett david maine antique digest

15

november 1987

15

february 1987 ea
e2

360370
schindler harold salt lake tribune
ad ed
review of 2d
B

ailen D roberts salamander the story of
allen
sillitoe linda and alien
the mormon forgery murders with a forensic analysis by
george J throckmorton
alder douglas student review independent BYU student

newspaper 8 june 1988 14
170 71
blanchard
bianchard mary dialogue 21 winter 1988 17071
devimssjohnstandard
ogden 10 april 1988
examinerogden
devilbiss john standard examiner
evans max S utah historical quarterly 56 summer 1988
294 96
hewett janna and david hewett maine antique digest 16
december 1988 24c 26c
howard richard P saints herald 135 july 1988 16 see
response by linda sillitoe in saints herald september
1988 with rejoinder by howard 33 36
169 70
johnson jeffrey 0 dialogue 21 winter 1988 16970
th daily
eDaily
in the
dally
daliy universe
edin
Steve
nL seattle times reprinted
reprint
stevenl
kent stevena
21 september 1988 1 3
launius roger D journal of the john whitmer historical
society 8 1988 2
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limerick patricia nelson western historical quarterly 20
may 1989 217 18
midgley louis student review 8 june 1988 15 16
nelson bryce international herald tribune 13 october
1988 16 from washington post 9 october 1988
los angeles times book review 7 may 1989
pugsley sharon americana archivist 52 winter 1989
104 6

roberts kurt H dallas morning news 10 july 1988 20
salamander christian century 105 22 june 1988 614
schindler harold salt lake tribune 10 april 1988
1988 Eel1 3
somers wayne book source monthly 4 february 1989
9 13

news 16 october 1988 e9
ea
spangler jerry deseret
deseretnews
york times bookreview
turner wallace new yorktimes
book review 31 july 1988
19

van atta dale and daryl gibson sunstone 12 september
1988 40
42
4042
mews 22 may 1988 e4
news
ea
wadley carma deseret
deseretnews
steven and gregory white smith the mormon
murders A true story of greed forgery deceit and death

C naifeh

braunagel don san diego tribune 30 september 1988

ca
c3
bums rex rocky mountain news denver

30 october

1988 m29

news 16 october 1988 B
deseretnews
deseret
bl1 2
devilbiss john standard examiner 28 august 1988 d4
da
katzenbach john new york times book review 9 october
198828 30
19882830
the eDaily
dally
daily
daliy universe
kent steven L seattle times reprinted in th
september 1988 1 3
hewett janna and david hewett maine antique digest 16
december 1988 24c 26c
like hofmann the authors made up stories ward says
news 16 october 1988 b2
deseretnews
deseret
ba see also article by
jan thompson in same issue plus other pieces
johnston david losangeles
sTimes book review 18 decemAngele times
los angelestimes
ber 1988 7 responded to by richard lindsey
managing director of public communications social
affairs department LDS church in ibid 22 january
21

19898
nelson bryce international herald tribune 13 october
1988 16 from washington post 9 october 1988
roberts kent H dallas morning news 10 july 1988
salm arthur 2 authors felt uncomfortable in utah san
diego tribune 30 september 1988 ca
c3 12
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schindler harold salt lake tribune

11

september 1988

ea
e2

news 16 october 1988 ea
spangler jerry deseret
e9
deseretnews
stuttaford genevieve publishers weekly 234 1 july 1988
64

van atta dale and daryl gibson sunstone
1988 40
42
4042

12

september

D lindsay robert A gathering of saints A true story of mark

hofmann murder and forged mormon documents

goodman walter new york times 12 november 1988
hewett janna and david hewett maine antique digest 16
december 1988 24c 26c
johnson david los angeles times book review 18 december 1988
198877 responded to by richard lindsay in ibid
22 january 1989 8
katzenbach john new york times book review 9 october
198828 30
kent steven L seattle times reprinted in theDaily universe
21 september 1988 1 3
king florence san jose mercury news 18 september 1988
nelson bryce international herald tribune 13 october
1988 16 from washington post 9 october 1988
schindler harold saltlake
salt
sait lake tribune 11I 11I september 1988 ea
e2
somers wayne book source monthly 4 february 1989 913

news 16 october 1988 e9
ea
spangler jerry deseret
deseretnews
van atta dale and daryl gibson sunstone 12 september
1988 40
42
4042

VI

the planned

movies

mormon murders maker expects
anderson vern
church cooperation salt lake tribune 29 january
1989 ba
b1
bla 3
bl3
brown peter A coming soon the mormon murders los
angeles times calendar section 18 september 1988
gs over
Rumblin
rumblings
tales told out of church the crumblings
mormon murders
washington post 22 january
1989
G1 6 7
19890167

porter don studios moving ahead with plans for hofmann
bombings films standard examiner 30 september
1988

5d
ad

miniseries
Mini series movie to tell hofmann tale
schindler harold ministries
88 D
1988
salt lake tribune 24 august 19
dl1
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mormo n related
the hofmann forgeries mormon
A published lists of hofmann documents

church acquired 48 documents from hofmann deseret
news church news section 20 april 1986
fraudulent documents from forger mark hofmann noted
ensign 17 october 1987 79 10 items noted
A list of alleged forgeries salt lake tribune 24 january
1987

al

scores of documents were really forgeries deseret
news 23 january 1987 21 items listed
throckmorton george J A forensic analysis of twenty
one hofmann documents in linda sillitoe and alien
allen
ailen
D roberts salamander the story of the mormon
52
forgery murders 531
53152
B

the mormon
1

related hofmann forgeries

the solomon spalding sidney rigdon
19

land deed

january 1822

49
throckmorton salamander 548
54849

money digging
J smith signature

2 1825

agreement

typescript

with

43
54243
throckmorton salamander 542
3

letter of joseph smith to josiah stowell

18

june 1825

542 43
throckmorton salamander 54243
4 anthon transcript c 1828

knight hal utahn finds 1828 writing by prophet
deseret news church news section 3 may
1980 3344
198034

brigham janet original copy of gold plate
characters discovered ensign 10 june 1980
76
74
7476
bachman danel W A look at the newly discovered

joseph smith manuscript
1980

ensign 10 july

69
73
6973

hofmann mark W finding the joseph smith
document ensign 10 july 1980 73
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bachman danel W sealed in a book preliminary
observations on the newly found anthon
BYU studies 20 spring 1980
transcript
321
45
32145

anthon transcript

ensign

december 1983

13

34

ensign 17 october 1987 79
jessee dean C comp and ed the personal writings
of joseph smith salt lake city deseret book

co 198422326
1984 22326
223 26
1984223

538 39
throckmorton salamander 53839

letter of peter whitmer and david whitmer to bithel todd
12

august 1828

throckmorton salamander 547
6

oliver cowdery holograph manuscripts of original MS of
book of mormon 1829 hel 1420
1512 parts of
14201512
moslah
mosiah
217 18
mosiah26
21718
26 77217
267
ensign
ensign
ensign

7

13
13
17

october 1983 77
37 38
december 1983 3738
october 1987 79

letter of lucy mack smith to mary pierce

23 january

1829

lefevre L don

early LDS document found
church of jesus christ of latter day saints
news release 23 august 1982 1144
lucy M smith letter discovered deseret news
church news section 28 august 1982 3 14
raine george LDS church releases 1829 smith
letter salt lake tribune 24 august 1982 B
bl1
3

christians patrick lucy mack smith letter sparks
mormondom stir daily herald I1 september

198227
1829 lucy mack smith letter displayed ensign 12
73
october 1982 70
7073
jessee dean C lucy mack smiths 1829 letter to
mary smith pierce BYU studies 22 fall 1982
65
455
45565
dickman diane brent ashworth this people 4
march 1983
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was the lucy mack smith letter delivered ensign
13 april 1983 78
79
7879
lucy mack smith letter ensign 13 december
1983

35

ensign 17 october 1987 79
throckmorton salamander 54041
540 41
8

joseph smith signature in a first edition of book of mormon
77 78
ensign 15 september 1985 7778
ensign 17 october 1987 79

9 E B grandin contract 17 august 1829

contract with E B grandin
1983

ensign

13

december

41

ensign 17 october 1987 79
543 44
throckmorton salamander 54344
10

letter of martin harris to W W phelps

salamander

letter 23 october 1830

moroni or salamander salt lake citymessenger53
city messenger 53
march 1984 1144
christensen steven F letter from martin harris to
william W phelps dated october 23 1830
press release 7 march 1984
cormons
Mor mons ponder 1830 letter
dart john mormons
altering
los angeles times 25 august
1984 sec 2 pp
ap 4 5
embarrassing letters salt lake city messenger 54
11 12
september 1984 1112
the salamander letter salt lake city messenger 55
13
january 1985 1113
hart john L letter sheds light on religious era
deseret news church news section 28 april
1985 6677
198567
19856

moses moroni and the salamander foundationfor
foundation jor
for
ancient research and mormon studies update
june 1985
salamandergate
Salamandergate mormon church caught in magic
cover up salt lake city messenger 57 23june
23 june
1985
198511 23

elder decries criticism of LDS leaders salt lake
tribune 18 august 1985 2b
ab
tracy dawn symposium examines smiths involvement in magic salt lake tribune 24 august
1985 B
bl1 4
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shulthies val and jan thompson findings havent
altered LDS historians faith deseret news

august 1985 6b
ab
tracy dawn did smith use magic relics debate
continues salt lake tribune 25 august 1985
24

bl4
B
bla1 4

Overreacted to historical documents
overreached
church leaders overreacted
sunstone editor says deseret news 25 august
1985
2b
19852b
ab
table than
compatable
LDS origin theories more Compa
combatable
some say daily herald 26 august 1985 3
LDS church says letter poses no threat to story of
prophet daily herald 27 august 1985 7
warner
wamer cecelia the martin harris letter fact fic51
51
tion fate sunstone 10 january 1985 50
5051
505
throckmorton salamander 544
11

letter of joseph smith to emma smith 6 march 1833
jessee dean C personal writings of joseph smith
277 78
27778

12

emma smith hymnal 1835 last page

13

isaac galland promissory notes
14

1 11
I 1I

tipped in

september 1837

december 1841

5511
throckmorton salamander 55
14

letter revelation of joseph smith to hyrum smith may
1838

anderson richard lloyd BYU studies 24 fall 1984
508 21
issued may 1986 50821
jessee dean C personal writings of joseph smith
358
59
35859
51
51
55051
throckmorton salamander 550
5505
15

III
joseph smith 111
lii blessing 17 january 1844

prophets blessing of son given RLDS deseret
news church news section 21 march 1981 5
12

saints encouraged to respond appropriately to
111
III blessing saints herald 128
joseph smith ill
ili

april 1981 1144
document found of fathers blessing to joseph smith
111
107 8
III
lii
ill ensign 11I 11I may 1981 1078
15
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III
howard richard P the joseph smith 111
lii blessing
LDS RLDS
designation the story of the LDSRLDS
exchange saints herald 128 1 may 1981
12 13
23
1323

events clarified sunstone 6 may june 1981 4
III
joseph smith 111
lii blessing document Is authentic
10 11
saints herald 128 1 august 1981
1981 1011
stathis steven W mormonism and the periodical
press A change Is underway dialogue 14
summer 1981 58
611
5861
586
quinn D michael joseph smith ills
IIIs
liis
ilis blessing and
mormans of
monnons
the mormons
jom whitmerhistorical
whitmer historical
utah john
ofutah
26 includes
association journal 1 1981 12
1226
responses by paul M edwards and richard P
27 29 quinns essay was reprinted in
howard 2729
dialogue 15 summer 1982 69 90
mormon history conference draws record crowd
sunstone review 2 june 1982 8810
10
hofmann mark and richard P howard behind
the scenes the joseph smith 111
III blessing
ili
sunstone review 2 august 1982 1 6677
jessee dean C personal writings of joseph smith
66
565
56566

newell linda king and valeen tippetts avery
mormon enigma emma hale smith prophets
ys foe garden
Polygam
wife elect lady polygamys
169
70
16970
city NY doubleday 1984
198416970
1984169
editorial saints herald 134 november 1987 3 4
howard richard under cloud of mark hofmann
18
saints herald 134 december 1987 15
1518
throckmorton salamander 539
40
53940
howard richard P review of salamander in saints
herald 135 july 1988 16 corrects errors
regarding RLDS and joseph smith 111
III blessing
ili
16

letter of joseph smith to maria lawrence and sarah
lawrence 23 june 1844

jessee dean C personal writings of joseph
ofjoseph smith 598
536 38
throckmorton salamander 53638
17

letter of joseph smith to jonathan dunham 27 june
1844

anderson richard lloyd joseph smiths prophecies
of martyrdom sidney B sperry symposium
26 january 1980 provo BYU press for the LDS
church educational system 1980 1 26
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jessee dean C personal writings of joseph smith
18
616
61618
48
54748
throckmorton salamander 547
18

william clayton latter day saints emigrants guide
1848 pages tipped in
hewett david new evidence of fake americana
surfaces in utah maine antique digest 15
february 1987 12a

19

handwritten white notes dated 1849

throckmorton salamander 540
20 spanish fork notes

nd

rust alvin mormon and utah coin and currency
salt lake city rust rare coin co 1984 153
42
throckmorton salamander 541
54142
21

deseret currency 1858
campbell harry fredrick hofmann mormon money
forgeries historical aspects salt lake city
privately printed 1988
throckmorton salamander 545

22

letter of thomas bullock to brigham young 27 january
1865

prison interviews 3310 1 1I created it to give validity to
the joseph smith 3rd
ard blessing
23

letter of martin harris to walter conrad

13

january

1873

church releases harris letters

daily herald

october 1982 1
martin harris letter ensign 13 december 1983
45
44
4445
ensign 17 october 1987 79
1873 martin harris letter reaffirms book of mormon
99
testimony ensign 12 november 1982 97
9799
5

24 letter of david whitmer to walter conrad 2 april 1873

ensign 17 october 1987 79
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25
second anointing blessing
25second
c 1912

studies

earliest known forgery

throckmorton salamander 537
26 nathan harris book of common prayer with martin
harris poem

VIII

the hofmann forgeries
1

non mormon

the oath of a freeman nd
the ultimate ephemera
1985 aa
7a

1638

maine antique digest 13 june

edwin
gallery said to possess first
american imprint new york times 2 november
198511
hewitt david mark hofmann confesses maine antique
digest 15 may 1987
the history and importance of the oath of a
maine antique digest 15 may 1987
freeman
12a 13a
546 47
throckmorton salamander 54647
solia cohen lita and samuel pennington scout or
scoundrel has mark hofmann found the earliest
american printing
maine antique digest 13
7 december 1985 26a

mcdowell

2

2d copy
the oath of a freeman ad

1638

throckmorton salamander 549
3

daniel boone letter 1775
boone letter a forgery

daily herald 16 august 1987

2

hewett david new evidence of fake americana
surfaces in utah maine antique digest 15
february 1987 12a includes a copy of the boone
letter

new york times 14 august 1987 sothebys auction house
buys back boone letter originally sold to them by
hofmann
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123

ross letter 29 november

1807

46
throckmorton salmander 545
54546
5

jim bridger promissory notes 1852
hewett david new evidence of fake americana surfaces
in utah maine antique digest 15 february 1987
12a
549 50
throckmorton salamander 54950

6

call

of the
cc1903
1903

wild book plate and jack london signature

hewett david new evidence of fake americana surfaces
in utah maine antique digest 15 february 1987
12a
throckmorton salamander 550
IX

the rumored documents
A oliver cowdery history

unnamed source announces valuable historical
document sunstone 10 july 1985 37
cormons
Mormons deny papers exist that contradict
dart john mormons
origins los angeles times 17 october 1986 sec 1
p 32

rumor concerning early oliver cowdery history refuted
by church researchers
71 72
7172

ensign 16 december 1986

anderson richard lloyd the alvin smith story fact and
72
fiction ensign 17 august 1987 58
5872
B

the william

Mc
Lellin papers
E mcclellin
mclellin

fielding cecilia salt lake collector finds famous LDS
document daily herald 7 july 1985 5
collector says purchase Is part of book of abraham
daily universe 9 july 1985 2
collett rod papers hofmann may have were of early LDS
dissenter daily herald 18 october 1985 3 interview with lyndon cook
carter mike expert claims to have sold hofmann 2
second century egyptian papyri salt lake tribune
25 october 1985 aa
2a
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124

ofjchurch
smith calvin N mclellin
Mc Lellin became enemy of
mcclellin
church
news church news section 27 october 1985
deseretnews
deseret
7

tracy dawn

Mc
mcclellin
Lellin became bitter enemy of joseph
mclellin
smith salt lake tribune 30 october 1985 B 1
mcclellin
McLellin wrote to joseph smith
location of letters mclellin
a mystery salt lake tribune 28 november 1985 B 1
3

missing LDS documents in texas salt lake tribune
28 november 1985 al 2
LDS papers found in houston salt lake tribune
2 december 1985 A
al1 3
papers seem authentic expert says saltlake
salt
sait lake tribune
3 december 1985 al 3
grand jury subpoenas traughber salt lake tribune
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